FANTASTIC!

JETTA-OBSESSED DAVE CROSS WAS SO
DEDICATED TO RESTORING HIS GT SPECIAL
THAT EVEN SEEING HIS HARD WORK GO UP

IN SMOKE COULDN'T STOP HIM ’
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ARSE, ISN'T IT?” SAYS STRAIGHT-

TALKING DAVE CROSSWITHA

WRY SMILE WHEN ASKED ABOUT

HISJETTAGT SPECIAL. This is
the guy who has a soft-spot for Mk2 Jettas
having also a project 16-valver sitting on his
snug driveway, ripe for trackdays. But his
Volkswagen obsession doesn't stop there. A
Mk2 Golf Syncro RE2000 is currently tucked
up in a paintshop in Leeds whereas his daily -
a Golf Country - is parked in the road. Dave’s
neighbours may think he has a screw loose;
he's also a petrolhead that keeps a pair of
vocal geese (George and Mildred) in the back
garden of his Derbyshire semi-detached
house, although they often pop indoors for a
spot of telly watching. Dave may come across
as being somewhat unconventional but, hey,
life for him is never dull.

Wash and brush up
His interest in the '80s VAG-appointed
conversion specialists GTI Engineering had
already been fired up due to his Golf Syncro
project that's now 10 years in the making;
this only spurred him on to find out more
about the company’s other conversions
such as the Jetta GT Special. This spurt of
curiosity came at a time when Dave had been
left some money and was keen on restoring
a standard VW - then just by chance, an early
‘86 Jetta GT Special popped up on eBay. It
was up for £1900 and hadn’t been sold, so
Dave contacted the seller and went for a
visit back in February 2009. He remembers:
“The pictures were a lot more flattering than
its true condition and | paid far too much
for it really, but it was complete, had all the
bodytrim and the fixture and fittings, plus
the correct RH wheels. The only things |
had to track down were the GT| Engineering
steering wheel, stereo and replacement bits
for the bodykit.”

Initially and perhaps thanks to a touch

of wishful thinking, Dave thought his new
purchase would just need a quick tidy

up and that was it. “Got that wrong!” he
laughs, “the £3k budget is what | had in
mind but I've probably spent between £8-9k
including buying it. Forget labour of love,
I'm just stubborn. | always wanted to keep
it as standard as possible so it still has
the original engine and gearbox. The last
restored Jetta GT Special | saw had a VRé
chucked initand a Toledo dash.”

In the beginning Dave used his spare 16-
valve Jetta to tow the new project back to
his girlfriend’s dad’s farm. He then stripped
it down in a weekend in preparation for a
back-to-metal job, before trailering the
car to Simon at VWs R Us who had planned
to restore the GT Special at a leisurely
pace - and that's when the fun started. It

Thankfully Dave had a change of heart
with the front end and scrapped the
ugly Zender grille it came with
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wasn't until the GTI Engineering bodykit
was removed that the extent to which rust
had got a hold of this ultra-rare Jetta's
20-something year old bodywork was
revealed. Unfortunately it needed two sills,
two replacement doors, a pair of wings
and a whole rear panel. And sourcing
replacements was clearly going to be an
issue since GTI Engineering reputedly only
made 50 of these special edition Jetta GTs
worldwide. Bugger.

Dave's run of bad luck just got worse a few
weeks later. “I was just about to leave home
when | got a call from Simon saying, ‘don’t
worry about coming up today as there's been
a problem at the workshop." | asked him what
was up and he said ‘a fire". My response? Oh
shit! There had been an electrical fire in the
night but luckily my car had been further
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Imtlally and perhapsthanks to a touch of wishful
thmkmg, Dave thought his new purchase would jUSt

need a quick tidy up and that was it -

into the workshop than usual so most of the
damage was superficial, but it did look like

a piece of junk! The firemen had soaked it
and even knocked a door, which had been
hanging on the wall, onto the Jetta's roof. The
heat from the fire had also warped the rear
arch extensions and tops. Now where the hell
was | going to find parts for a nearly 25-year
old bodykit?”

Hide and seek

Simon carried on as best he could with
the damage to his workshop and within

a few months of the catastrophic fire, the
Jetta was completely stripped down, with
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engine out. During this time Dave was

on the case of finding replacement '80s
plastic. Thankfully six month’s worth of
eBay searching came up trumps; the front
fogs, rear arch extensions and arch tops
came from America, the front spoiler from
Germany and one of the side skirts from
oop north. The rear panel was sourced from
ascrapyard in Bradford and replacement
doors and wings came from a local
breakers. By February 2010 the Jetta was
looking a little more respectable and by May
it had its new rear end fitted. Two month'’s
on, the whole bodyshell had been treated to
primer and the sought-after 15in RH alloys

Jetta GT Special's
interior smacks of
‘80s retro

were coated in their original shade of white,
followed soon after by the engine bay. By
the early part of 2011 Simon 2 elper
Benny had only a few panel o paintin
the Jetta GT Special's hue o e White
before attempting what Dav )
the most important job of al
bodywork pinstripe! “We hun
firstand then set about with a
faster stripes that Si had found in a dusty
box,” Dave says. “They were the perfect
dimensions for the pinstrip
the pics | had and period m
drank lots of coffee and in t
alaborious job that took us
get most of it done!” Annoyi etrioran

out of tape to finish the who hey
hit lucky at the local motor / the
following week the GT Spec s stripe
on and by mid-March the main shell was
ready to collect.

By this time Dave’s attentions had been
diverted to restoring his Go untry and

what with work being rather
wasn’t back on track with the
until June. His plan by this stz
trailer it to GTI International
an MoT later... but his mate
ideas and was determined to help
Jetta roadworthy. He set abo
original brakes, changed th
tappets and put new belts on. M
Dave had given himself what t

be the impossible task of rebu g his Jetta

GT Special from just a painte cllinthe
two weeks prior to Inters. N h just days
to go before the MoT, the hu on for
modern day replacements to t T Special's
leaky shocks. Dave had alre ughta
second-hand set of Koni adj les that

he was told were suitable for 2 ‘-‘» 2 Golf.
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